Orbital Studies
What are they?
An orbital study is simply an independent course of study that participants design and
complete based on criteria published by the instructor. They are called Orbital Studies
because they are extensions of a unit of study on a specific topic that students wish to
learn more about. Every orbital study should revolve around the unit’s essential
understandings. Orbital studies are independent investigations that may last for up to 3-6
weeks. Orbital topics are selected from the curriculum and students choose one of several
selected topics to research. The teacher helps in the development of a plan, method of
presentation, and rubric for assessment. Students keep logs on their time, the resources
they used, and reflections of what was learned.
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